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Lasan Taberd khong phai mot tén dé nhé cho moi ngudi, nhung ai
& Itra tudi toi déu biét Lasan Taberd nam gitta 10ng thanh phd Sai Gon s6
53 duong Nguyén Du 1a dong nghia véi “du-hoc”. Mong udc tir mai
truong nay ching toi ¢6 thé tu tin sau khi tét nghiép, du hoc nude ngoai
ma khong nhiéu lo ling nhu nhiing sinh vién tir moi noi.

To1 ro1 truong Hoang Di¢u Séc Trang vao mua he dé Itra nam
1972, sau khi 1énh Tong-Pong-Vién vira duoc ban hanh cho nhitng nam
hoc sinh sanh truéc nam 1955. Nhiéu ban chap hanh 1énh nay va lén
duong nhap ngu. Mot vai ban trai khac, trong dé ¢6 t61, chon con duong
khac d6 1a hoc nhay 16p va luyén thi TG-Tai I cudi cing ¢ Viét Nam (ky
thi Ta-Tai ndy dugc bai bé vao nim 1973). Vi 1énh ndy dugc ban hanh
ra mot cach dot ngdt cho nén té1 chi co 2 thang dé luyén thi Tua tai 1. Hai
thang chuan bi thi ta tai that 1a gay go. T6i 1én Saigon tim gido su gidi
va ndi tiéng ¢ Sai Thanh dé hoc luyén thi. Ba ngay thi ti tai 1 & Trung
Hoc Vinh Long, t6i van con nhé mai cha va anh trai t6i thap ting dén
Vinh Long dé xem t6i thi. Vi giai doan nay 1a giai doan quyét dinh
tuong lai cta toi sau ndy, cho nén cha t6i khong ngan ngai bo cong viée
trong 3 ngay chay 1én chay xudng Vinh Long dé theo doi viéc thi ctr ctia
t6i. Sau khi dau ta tai 1 v6i hang Binh, t6i xin chuyén 16p 12B2 &
Taberd Saigon.

Vi anh t61 c6 uwdc mo tur thud nhéd 1a mong dugce di du hoc cho nén
anh khuyén toi nén nop don vao Taberd Saigon vi da s6 hoc sinh truong
nay khi hoc xong trung-hoc déu di xin du-hoc. Pau thang bay nim 1972



t6i va ong anh t6i dén gip su huynh Edmond Nguyén Van Cong dé xin
vao hoc 16p 12B2 Tu Thuc Taberd Saigon. Su huynh cho biét mubn vao
Taberd phai théa man 3 diéu kién - tht nhirt dau Binh ta tai 1, thi hai
phai c6 gidy gidi thiéu cua su huynh hiéu truéng truong Lasan Khanh
Hung Soc Trang vé hanh kiém tot va tht ba nop Hoc ba véi diém va phé
binh tot. T6i nan long va nghi “6i cha oi sao ma khé khan qud anh hai
o1, hay ta thir nén nop vao truwong cong nhuw Pétrus Ky xem sao chwr bay
gio em chi hoi dii ¢6 diéu kién thir nhirt théi a». Ching t6i hen voéi su
huynh sé& trd lai trong mot tuan dé ndp don day du. No6i cho c6 18 chur
theo toi cai chance chi c¢6 50%. Gidy gidi thiéu ctia su huynh Hiéu
treong thi minh con cb ging tim cach chir cai hoc ba lam sao t6i c6 duge
vi tir 16p dé tam toi dd nhay ra ngoai dé thi ta tai 1 thi lam sao ¢6 hoc ba
d¢ nhi duoc..

Chung t01 quay vé Soéc Trang va cb gang tim cach thoa man 2 diéu
kién kia. Toi dén gap thay Phan Van Nhiéu, luc ay dang day Tdan tai
Hoang Diéu va Lasan Khanh Hung. T6i trinh bay su viéc v6i thay. Thay
Nhiéu 14 thay day Toan cii 16p 10B1 t6i & Hoang Diéu va toi 1a hoc sinh
gioi nhat 16p cua thay nén thay khong ngan ngai nhan 10i ¢6 thuyét phuc
su huynh hiéu trudong va hen t6i ngdy mai tré lai dé 1dy don gidi thiéu
cua su huynh Hi¢u truong Lasan Khanh Hung. Trong lac d6 anh t61 tim
cach stra cai hoc ba 10B1 cua t61 thanh 11B1 truong Hoang Di¢u. Tu
Lasan Khanh Hung vé dén nha, vira gip t6i 6ng anh bao “xong roi, c6
hoc ba roi”. Toi ming qua d6i nhu vira trang sé vi khong ngd moi viée
tién trién tot dep ngoai tri tudng tuong ctia t6i. Thé 13 nhu dy dinh chung
t61 dén gap fréere Edmond Taberd dé nop don. Binh ménh va tuong lai
ctia toi bat dau tir ddy. Frére Edmond nhin xong tat ca hd so va néi “rat

6t”. Hu via. Toi xin thua thém voi su huynh “thua su huynh em khong

c6 dao xin su huynh dugc mién lam nhiing nghi 1€ trong 16p nhu nhitng
ban c¢6 dao khac”. Su huynh tra 161 “mac du day la truong tu thuc véi xu
huéng Cong gido nhung ban giang huan ludn rong mé dé doén nhing
ngudi ngoai dao, em dung lo su huynh cho phép em dugc mién lam
nhitng nghi 18 cia céng gido trong 16p hoc nhung ngoai ra cling nhu tat
ca cac hoc sinh khac em phai tuan theo qui luat chung cua truong co
nghia la méc dong phuc quan tiy den 4o trang, mang giay, di hoc dung
gid va tat ca nhitng qui luat khac cua nha truong. ..



Nhitng ngay dau ¢ Taberd toi rat bd ngd cho nén cac ban méi lam
quen va gitp do t6i rat nhiéu nhu Nguyén Ngoc Lam, Tran Quang Nam,
Ly Thanh Binh, Nguyen Quang Thanh, v.v.v. vi t6i la hoc sinh tir dudi
tinh ra thanh thi nén van con rat bd ngd véi trudng mai, thay c6 mdi,
ban bé mdi va nhut 1a cach day hoc cling moi la ...

Pa s6 nhitng cours cia 16p 12B2 duogc cac su huynh dam trach
ngoai trir mén Toan do thdy Lé Mau Théng (Chu Vin An), Dia 1y véi
thay Pang Ptc Kim, Van vat voi thay Nguyén Vin Pang va Triét véi
théy Truong Dinh Tan. Sau ky thi dé nhat luc ca nguy¢t tén to1 chi dugce
ghi vao bang hoc sinh vu tt mén Cong dan (SH Tran Quang Nghiém)
ma thoi.

Su huynh Edmond day phap van kiém gidm hoc (tutor) 16p toi vi
thé su huynh rat nghiém khac. Trong 16p su huynh chi néi chuyén bang
tiéng phap véi hoc tro mic du chung toi dang hoc chuong trinh Viét cua
truong Taberd Saigon - 1a truong song nglr day 2 chuong trinh — phap
(100% cours day bang tiéng phap nhu Marie-Curie, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, Fraternité, v.v.v.) va viét ngit. Hai budi hoc 3 gio phap van
moi tuan nhung trong 16p su huynh néi chuyén tring gié gi dau khong.
Day sinh ngit phap thi it nhung ban chuyén dtrc hanh, thot su trong ngay
va chinh tri thi nhiéu...nhung bang tiéng phap...Va mSi budi hoc su
huynh chi cat nghia va dao sau 1 vai chir van pham tleng phap nhung
chung t6i hiéu rat ro va tuong tan sau do. Hoc it nhung hiéu rat sau xa va
vitng chic timg chit tiéng phap. ..

Sau ky khi thi dé nhat luc c4 nguyét, toi cam thay lo lang vi chi vira
hoc xong vai chapter cua cubn cours de langue 2 va khong biét dén bao
gi0 moi xong quyén sach nay dé co6 kha ning thi t tai 2 ...Nhung dén
cubi nam r6i tdi ciing hoc kha nhiéu tir vung tiéng Phap, van pham viing
chic...

Su huynh Bonnard Ho Pinh B4 day anh van. Mdi budi hoc su
huynh moi mot ba ngudi My (Marian Thompson?) vao 16p dé tro
chuyén thoi sy bang tiéng anh va sau d6 ba do hoi mot vai cau hoi dé hoi
¥ kién ctia hoc trd. Toi nhd mét 1an ¢d Ay ndi xong mot dé tai va hoi
trong 16p co ai c¢6 y kién hay hoi gi khong. Do dy dan do mot vai gidy
ma khong thay ngoén tay nao dua 1én, su huynh chi vao anh ban ngoi
cung ban ddy thi hai voi toi, anh chang nay so khong biét tri 1i thé nao



nén nghién dau qua mot bén thé 1a ngodn tay cua su huynh chia hudng
trang anh ban ngdi ban tht 3 phia sau. Anh ban ban thi ba nay lic dau
ngan ngai khong dimg 1én tra 10i 1am su huynh c6 vé khong hai long
Idm. May mén thay mot anh ban khac kha tiéng anh hon dua tay tra 1oi
ho. Sau gio dau, c¢6 ngudi My ra vé, su huynh man trong lop bang tiéng
Trung “déo me chung bay, dira nao ciing 1 muon di du-hoc hét thé ma chi
cO mot cau tleng anh ma khong tra 101 n6i”. Su huynh Bonnard néi véi
mot giong tram tram mién Trung. Sau thang 7 nam 1975 to1 ¢6 dip gap
lai su huynh Bonnard & mot nha dong Montréal va té1 cod nhic lai
chuyén cii nay, su huynh bao “nhd méan nhu vay ma tui bay méi duoc di
du hoc d6 diy day nhé...”. Vai nim sau su huynh Bonnard don vé
Maryland va mat tai day, khoang nam 1998.

Trong luc hoc ¢ Taberd Saigon, t61 cam théy mot su canh tranh
manh li¢t gitra cac hoc sinh dén tir moi mién trén dat nudc. Ciling ¢ do
thi Sai Gon nay ngudi ta mdi thay diy 1a méi truong rat tét dé hoc tro
ganh dua, thi th tai ning giira cac trudng trung hoc ndi tiéng nhur
Pétrus-Ky, Chu Van An, Trung Vuong, VO Truong Toan, Gia Long,
Taberd, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Marie Curie, Fraternite v...v... Cac hoc
sinh tr nhimg truong noi tiéng cua Saigon thoi ay, ho co rat nhiéu dong
co thiic day dé hoc tap hang say. Tat ca ho déu mudn di nudc ngoai dé
tiép tuc hoc dai hoc vi c6 nhiéu hoc bong danh cho nhitng hoc sinh dd
dat cao Tu ta1 II.

Thiét nghi, moi nguoi khi sinh ra deu co trinh do§ tri tu¢ nhu nhau,
khi truéng thanh néu co6 su khac biét vé tai nang va sy cao thap 13 nho
moi trudng va y chi phan d4u, diéu kién duoc hap thu tr moé1 truong hoc
tap va thuc tién...Su cach biét vé kién thtrc gilta hoc tro d6 thi va tinh
thanh rat o rét trong nhitng b0 mén nhu sinh ngir, thuc tap van vat va
hoa hoc. Cudi nam 4y, t6i dimg hang thir 5 trén 50 hoc sinh 16p 12B2,
nhung lai dAn dau ba bd mon: toan, vat 1y va cong dan. Ciing tai day toi
duoc thuc tip mo x& méy con chudt va hiéu dugc phan nio nhimg bd
phan sinh hoc trong co the sinh vét, nhung toi lai ghet lam thi nghiém
trong phong lap voi nhiing 6 6 dién chang chit va kho hiéu..

Pau Tu-Tai II véi s6 diém 15/20 mon phap vin, kha cao so voi ticu
chuan duge di du hoc, anh t6i héi thic toi ndp don va dugc bd gido duc
thoi 4y chap thuan qua Canada du hoc. Trudc khi 1én dudng du hoc, toi



cling dau kha cao nghanh can sy Phu Tho. Vi toi ¢6 dip thuc hanh va
tiép thu véi may moc trong cong xudng ctia cha tir thud nhé cho nén toi
rat thich nganh co khi. Téi htra v6i cha 1a s& c6 gang hoc vé co khi dé
cha duoc hianh dién. Sau ta tai 2 1a giai doan dé lo cho twong lai. T6i cb
thi vao PH Phu Tho nhung lai trugt danh phai hoc can sy Phu Tho roi
sau d6 tiép tuc 1én k¥ su co khi. Vi nghi rang sau 2 ndm Pht Tho thi s&
co co hoi dé tiép tuc hoc k¥ su tai day thém 4 nam nira. Mot phén cling
vi t61 luyén tiéc vé viéc di du hoc véi twong lai mu mo. ..

Pit chan dén Canada, t6i méi théy su canh tranh lai cang manh li¢t
bdi phan khi phai chung dung véi nhiéu sic toc khac nhu Tau, Nhat, Phi,
Arabe, Phap, Y, My, Tay Ban Nha, Nam M¥, Phi Chau va Canada. Sinh
ngit anh va phap van khong phai 1a tiéng me dé cho nén viéc hoc hanh
ctia t61 co phan giam sut chat dinh so voi cac cyu hoc sinh chuong trinh
phap nhu Marie Curie, Fraternité va Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

Trong bon ndm hoc, that vat va vé mat vat chat vi phai di lam ban
thoi gian dé cung cap cho viéc hoc hanh va cudc séng hang ngay, toi ra
truong voi manh bang ky su vé co khi va van tiép tuc di 1am dé sinh
séng. Vi thm long ham hoc va mudn ¢6 co hdi dé tién than, toi tiép tuc
hoc 1én cao hoc. Sau bdn nam hoc ban thoi gian, vura di1 lam vura di hoc,
to1 dat duoc béng cao hoc vé tai chanh (MBA — « Master of Business
Administration — Finance »). Sau d6 t61 cling tiép tuc hoc thém cao hoc
nganh k¥ su co khi.

Trai qua mot quang thoi gian dai 18 the trén xr nguoi va lan 1on
trong cudc song thoi sinh vién nghéo kho ciing nhu luc di lam binh
thuong bang nghé k¥ su, c6 thé dd 1am cho t6i gan nhu quén han ky
niém vai1 ban be cii cua truong Taberd.

Nhan ky vé thim qué huong gan ddy, toi tim thay cuén Ky-Yéu
Lasan Taberd 72-73 nam nguyén ven trong mot goc tu. Trong tip Ky-
Yéu c6 liét ké nhitng cuu hoc sinh, gido vién va ban giam thi truong véi
nhirng sinh hoat cua truong bang hinh anh cing nhu nhiing trang danh
dé vinh danh nhitng hoc sinh xuit sic trong tirng bd mén va timg 16p.
Tap Ky-Yéu duoc phat hanh déc biét cho timg nién khoa voi hinh anh
ting hoc sinh cac 16p sap stra ra truong cting nhu con dang o tai truong
v6i day du du lidu vé tén tudi, cam nghi cua cac thdy cb cho timg nim



hoc. Pay 1a mot moén qua rat qui gia cho hoc sinh vé sau, ¢6 dip xem lai
nhiing ky niém thué hoc tro...

D3 hon 37 nam xa cach, cudc doi troi noi bon ba, nhung nhiing ky
niém thi dua hoc tap thoi nién thiéu dudi mai truong Taberd van khong
phai mo trong ky trc. Nhan dip tiéu hoi ngd véi vai cyu Taberd nhu
Nguyén Ngoc Thuan, Nguyén Xuan Vu, Hung, Viét va Bao tuén roi tai
Montréal tao cho t6i cam hung dé viét vai cam nghi nay vé truong
Taberd. Nh¢ nhimg su huynh va thay hét long giang day dé tao cho dan
em nhitng klen thirc can ban cho cugc doi. C6 nhimg su huynh, thay va
ban di vinh vién ra di, nhitng nguoi con lai thi cai tudi tré ciing khong
con.

La cuu hoc sinh Taberd nhung du ¢ phuong troi xa tham ndo,
ngudi ta van khong quén mai truong xua yéu dau. Bao cam giac boi hoi
khi nhitng ky ni¢m hién vé theo tri nhé, thay ctl ban xua ...

Bay gio ban be cung 16p & tudi trén nim muoi va cling sap vé huu.
Chiing t6i nghi nhiéu vé su huynh, thay c6 di timg day dd cho chung ta
nén ngudi. Cho nén théng qua bai viét nay nhw bai té long kinh trong va
cam on cdc sw huynh va thay c¢é da day dé chiing em...

Taberd Saigon 14 ngdi truong ma toi ¢o nhiéu an tuong nhét, vi day
la no1 ma moi trudng canh tranh hoc tap manh liét nhat trong cudc doi
hoc tap cua to1 va cling l1a noi da tao nhiéu kién thirc cin ban rat quan
trong gip t61 lam hanh trang du-hoc Canada nam 1973. Khong thé ndo
quén dugc ngay cubi cung den truong dé lanh Ky yeu Taberd (Palmares)
va hoc ba cudi nam, to1 c6 gang len 101 Vao san tap thé thao cta truong
dé tan mat xem nhimg cyu il *

Taberd trinh dién van ngh¢ —Ip B
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Mau Théng, thay Truong DPinh Tén, thiy DPing Dirc Kim, thdy Nguyén
Vin Pang khong con day dudi mai truong than yéu ndy nira. Cac thay
va su huynh gio ddy dang ¢ du, ¢ con song khoé manh va an vui trong
tudi vé huu chang!.

Ban giam ddc & giang huan Taberd Saigon da hoan toan bi giai thé
du6i ché do méi. Ngay nay moi khi toi vé dung trude cong Taberd
Saigon, 1ong toi bui ngui va se that lai vi nguoi ta da thay vao cai bang
Lasan Taberd Saigon bang hang chir to twéng xa la “Trudng Trung Hoc
PT Chuyén Tran Pai Nghia”.

Hy vong mot ngay nao do6 tré vé noi xua duoc nhin thay lai
“Lasan Taberd Saigdn”, duoc thay lai cac su huynh, ban bé cil, trudng
16p xua. Nhin thay dan em sau tiép budc thé hé xua, dugc nghe 10 thay
giang, gid hoc tiéng Phap, tiéng Anh tir ngdi trudng ma tir d6 to6i da ra di
hon 37 ndm troi. ..

Nguyén Hong Phic
Montréal Canada
(Lop 12B2 - Khoa 72- 73)

Edited by Nguyén Thi Tuyét

Mewmoirs of Taberd Saigonw High School...

To remember brothers Félicien Huynh Céng Liwrong, Edmond Nguyén Vin Céng,
Bonnard Ho Pinh Ba and other brothers and classmates who unfortunately passed
away...

Everything comes and goes away,
Ondy memory stays:..

Nguyén Héng Phuc
Montréal-Canada
(School Year of 72-73)

Lasalle Taberd Saigon which is not a usual name for students
today but was synonym of “preparing study abroad after high school”.



The school is situated in the
heart of the bustling city of
Saigon, at 53 Nguyen Du’s
street. The name of this school
represents “the confidence” as
graduate students being ready Z
to go abroad for continuing E
their universities. e
[ left Hoang Di€u High §

School in the fiery red summer §
72 after the mobilization order
was issued for all male students born before 1955 in high school.

Most of students of this class must go to the military service
obeying the new national order.

Some of us, including myself preferred to choose other alternative
of not going to military service. I had 2 months to prepare the National
Baccalaureate Part 1 examination. It was very tough to absorb a full-year
program in two months. I went to Saigon looking for best professors
who could help me to achieve baccalaureate examination
coaching/training.

I remembered I ought to write Baccalaureate examination in Vinh
Long city in 3 days. My father and my older brother went back and forth
from Soc Trang to Vinh Long to follow the progression of my exam.
Since this exam was a key success factor of my future, they did not mind
to sacrify their time to encourage me during 3-days examination. I
succeeded well this Baccalaureate with score “Very Good”.

My older brother always had an ambition to go abroad for studying
that why he always tried to push me study hard to get a good result in 2™
baccalaureate exam. After the Baccaulaureta 1* party, he convinced me
to enroll my terminal class in Taberd Saigon where most of high school
graduates here went abroad to continue their universities.

In July 1972 my brother and I came to see brother Edmond Nguyen
Van Cong of Taberd Saigon to enroll the grade 12B2 and brother
Edmond replied that I had to satisty 3 conditions in order to be admitted
to this catholic private school — first of all to earn a minimum mark of




“Very Good” in Bacc 1, secondly he required a recommendation letter
from the principal of Lasan Khanh Hung for good conduct and and a
Note bulletin for good grade 11 results. I wondered myself that my
chance to be admitted to this school was very, very slim because I just
satisfied the first one and how I can get the recommendation letter and
the note bulletin since I already skipped that grade. I had a week to come
back with a complete file if I want to enroll to this school. Afterwards I
suggested to my brother “why don’t we try the public school like Petrus
Ky, etc...you know that my chance to enroll this school is very slim?”.

We came back to Soc Trang town. I came to see professor Phan van
Nhieu who was my former Math professor of grade 10B1 in Hoang-Dieu
high School. I explained to him my plan and he understood. He was
convinced that I was always a good student and deserved for that
achievement. He told me to come back tomorrow for the letter.

I then went home from Lasan Khanh Hung. I met my brother at
home and he joyfully told me “we have the note bulletin, don’t worry”. 1
really got surprised because of his skill to correct the grade 10B1 to
11B1, it was a matter of changing the number from 0 to 1.

I could not describe my luck at that time. Everything went so well
and was beyong my expectation.

Then the week after I went to Lasalle Taberd and presented a
complete application file for the enrolment to brother Edmond. He
looked at the file and said “it’s very good and complete”. I was then
accepted and I finally asked brother Edmond “sir since I am not catholic
I would like to ask the school the exemption of religeous ceremony in
the class”. He replied “despite this school is a private catholic school but
the staff opens their hands to accept other students as well. Therefore
you will be exempted all religeous procedure in class but you have to
follow all existing rules in place as other students”. I therefore pursued
the class 12B2 in this school.

Back to school on the first day, I was excited because I had a
chance to wear new black pant, white shirt with logo Taberd on it and
new shoes. I could not describe my feeling in words when standing in
front of Taberd Saigon’school gate. New classmates like Nguyén Ngoc
Lam, Tran Quang Nam, Ly Thanh Binh, Nguyén Quang Thanh,



etc...came to give me help the first day because they looked at me as a
new student coming from a litle town. Everything was new for me — new
school, new classmates, new professors and particularly new academic
system...

Most of the courses were assumed by brothers excepting
mathematic, geography, natural science and philosophy by other
professors who came from Chu van An’s school.

After the first semester exam, my name appeared in the honour list
for “good conduct” (cong dan) course/material only.

Brother Edmond who taught French course and was also our tutor
was very strict in school. In the class he discussed other subject outside
the scope of work (cours de langue 2) and taught a few french words or
grammars every session, two sessions of 3-hour per week. Most of the
time he talked about politics, weather and actualities...all in french.
After the first semester I started being worried about this french course
because he just covered few chapters of the book. However we realized
that even learning few french words and grammars but we understood
very well every word. In the end we learned quite a lot of french
material thouroughly...

Brother Bonnard Ho Dinh Ba, originated from the Center of
VietNam who taught English in Taberd. He invited an American lady
Marian Thompson!) to the class to discuss various subjects in English.
After every topic the American lady asked the audience a question or
remark and expected a volunteer to answer. [ rememberd one time she
asked the same question and no rised hand for a while. Therefore brother
Bonnard had to point out to my classmate in row 2 next to me. My
classmate did not know the answer/comment to the question he then he
benched down, the brother’s finger pointed it out automnatically to the
following classmate in row 3. That student did not know neither the
answer then he shaked his head. Fortunately another student in the
corner who knew better English finally raised his hand to give
comments. After the lady walked out the class, brother Bonnard told the
class “you all are nuts, all of you want to go abroad for studying
unversities but you could not answer one question? how shamed you
are?”. I met brother Bonnard in Montreal Catholic school in summer
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1975 and I reminded him that story and he replied with a little smile
“thank to my characters you all comfortably studied abroad after high
school, right!”. Few years later he then moved and lived in Maryland,
USA. He passed away in 1998.

During my study in Taberd I felt a fierce competition among
students coming from different region and famous high schools such as
Petrus Ky, Chu Van An, Vo Truong Toan, Gia Long, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, Fraternity, Marie-Curie, etc...

Students from the famous school in Saigon these days, had a lot of
motivation to study very hard. They all wanted to go abroad to attend
their universities as there were many scholarships granted for high
achieving students passing Baccalaureate II.

I thought that people who are born have the same level of
intelligence. When they reach adulthood if there is a difference in talent
and success due to the circumstances and competitive environment
where they live and absorb education and learning experience in life.

[ wrote Baccalaureate Part 2 in summer 1973 with score Good and
an excellent mark of french material/course 15/20 which exceeded
largely the requirement of Ministry of Education to pursue study abroad.
Before packing and preparing luggage for Canada, I applied and passed
the entrance examination for Saigon High Technology University. |
hesitated between taking an adventure by going to Canada or a peaceful
life in Vietnam with a girlfriend waiting for me in hometown Soctrang.

My parents tried to convince me going abroad because there would
be no hope for me to get advanced career with diploma earned in
VietNam since my family did not have a strong position and privilege in
this society. Therefore my parents tried to provide minimal funds for me
to leave Viet Nam in November 1973, and I assumed the rest of my life
in Canada...It was the beginning of my independent life...

Arriving Canada in December 1, 1973 I felt the competition
tougher/fiercer because of the presence of other foreign students from
other countries such as Chinese, French, American, Spanish, Italian,
Philippine, Japanese, Egyptian, Lebanese, South American, African,
etc... Since my mother tongue was not English neither French my
studies were more or less affected while other French program students
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of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Marie-Curie and Fraternité¢ enjoyed and
succeeded well their studies. After 4 year of Engineering school I finally
obtained the engineering degree and started working in different
companies — aircraft, cement manufacturing and telecom.

Since I grew up in a small town and in an average family, I always
dreamed to get a much better life for my family and for my country, I
decided afterwards to pursue the Master of Business Administration
while working full time. I obtained finally an MBA degree in Finance
and pursued again the Master of Mechanical Engineering. With a lonely
life and no relatives in this country, I decided to get married shortly after
engineering graduation. The busy life in Canada with a small family
makes me disconnect with the former comrades of Taberd.

In a recent trip back to Viet Nam I found an Achievement Year
Book (Palmares) of Lasalle Taberd showing all activities during school
year 72-73. It had also shown honored students and pictures of
everything from students to teaching staff-professors and brothers,
picnic and musical activities, graduation ceremony, school facilities,
etc...

Despite leaving 37 years from Taberd, the competition spirit among
comrade is still unforgettable in my memory. Life changed with time, up
and down, rich and poor but minds are still with the old school where
my youth was alive.

In the occasion of meeting of former classmates of Taberd in China
town - Nguyén Ngoc Thuan, Nguyén Xuan Vu, Hung, Viét va Pao last
week reminded me of all these souvenirs and brought me back to the
time of 1972. It also provides me a source of inspiration to write down
these words.

Reminding me also of all those brothers and professors who
tirelessly taught students how to learn life lessons and prepared them for
a brighter future.

Some of those professors and brothers as well as former comrades
unfortunately passed away and the rest of us are getting older.

Those former students despite the fact they are living in all corners
of the world will never forget their old Taberd School.
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Through this writing we would like to thank all Taberd’s brothers
and professors who provided us an excellent education.

Taberd Saigon is a school that has impressed me most, because this
is the place where I felt the most academic competitive environment in
my life and also has created a basic knowledge which is very important
for me in preparation for university in Canada in 1973. How I can forget
the last day of school we had to go to Taberd school yard to get the year
book (palmares) and note bulletin as well as to enjoy the musical
performance during graduation ceremony. I tried getting through the
crowd leading to the yard in order to see former Taberd classmates to
perform graduation ceremomy event like Joe Marcel, Truong Ky and the
band Tung Giang, etc... Now brothers Edmond Nguyén Vin Cong,
Bonnard H6 Ngoc B4, Vincent Nguyén Ngoc Lo, the brother principal
Félicien Huynh Cong Luong (brother principal passed away on March
2-2010 at the age of 91), teachers Lé Mau Thong, Truong Dinh Tan,
Nguyén Van ban, Pang Bic Kim no longer teach here anymore. Where
are they living now, those brothers and teachers! Are they still healthy
and happily living in the retirement!

Today the teaching staff of Taberd Saigon is completely dissolved
under new regime. Every time when I come back and stand in front of
the main gate of Lasalle Taberd Saigon, I feel very sad and my heart
sinks because the Lasalle Taberd Saigon was replaced with a big and
strange slogan "Specialized Public High School Tran Pai Nghia."

Hopefully someday I return to same old place again "Lasan
Taberd Saigon" and still could see all brothers and professors, old
classmates and the old school with yellow walls. We would see students
of the next generation in class listening to same old teachers and
brothers who will be teaching French and English in the school where I
already left 37 years ago.....

Nguyén Hong Phic
Edited by Ng6 Thi Xuan Nga
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