GIA BIET QUE HUONG...
NGO THI XUAN NGA - PAI HQC SU PHAM CAN THO 74-79
Xin chan thanh cam on Tuyét (Belgique) da giup d& bo dau va diéu chinh bai viét

nay.

Vao ngay Sinh Nhat cua t61, va mdt dém thang 4 nam 1980, t61 da ro1 Viét
Nam trén chiéc ghe nho cting v&i 30 ngudi . Hoang hon di xubng ,t6i dang & trén
chiéc ghe nho dé doi ra thuyén 16n ¢ tan ving Ca Mau xa x6i, mién dat cudi clng
cua qué huong , bat dau mot hanh trinh khong hira hen ,véi that nhiéu gian truan.

Mat tro1 lan Xuéng dan, dong song that yén ldng, song v0 that nhe vao man
ghe... Mau nuéc dyc cua dong song dy phu sa quen thudc, ghe thuyén qua lai trén
dong song nho nay that nhip nhang...cudc doi noi day, mang mdt vé that binh yén,
khac han véi 10ong t6i... dang mang day song gio!

Chi , em gai va toi da phai song tai mot ngdi nha ctia mot ngudi xa la noi
Thi X& Bac Liéu, dé doi chuyén "yuot bién" s& khdi hanh vao tuan sau. Tuan 18 d6
d6i voi toi that dai... Trong nhitng ngay cho doi d6 toi da tu hoi vi sao toi phai ra di
? vi sao to1 phai bo lai tdt ca ? Cha Me kinh yéu, ngdi nha than thuong, ban be
dau yéu va mot tinh yéu rat ém dém, dé thuong ctia thoi méi 16n, nhu hai cdu tho
ma Anh 4y rat thich va van thuong hay doc cho ti nghe:

“Cho em d6, Mdi Tinh anh nho nho,
Mua Nang vang, tinh ciing dep nhu tho...”

Anh Ay ciing "vuot bién" va ké tir ngdy do, chung t6i da khong con gip lai
nhau nita, cho du chi 1a mét 1an sau cubi! Néu d6 1a Moi Tinh Pau cua toi...thi
Tinh o1, Tinh da bay xa, va toi ¢ lai véi bao ngdm ngui, thuong nhd.

T nay 14 “nghin trung xa cach”, tir nay 1a mai mai chia xa, bao nhiéu la ngay vui,
1a nhitng ddu yéu cta tinh cam dau doi, da qua roi, va toi s& khong bao gid tim lai
duogc, vi tat ca chi con 1a "Ky Niém", nghin tring k¥ niém...ma gio day chi con la

nhitng gidc mo trong tri twong, va anh thi da xa khuét noi nao! Vay ma sao toi van
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mong c6 dugc mot ngay, mot ngay...nhu nhitng cau tho ma mdt nha tho nao da
dién t4 that sdu xa y nghia cua nhiing tir ngit "Chd Mong" va "Gip Lai"...

“Nhu canh chim troi xa tré lai,

Budn vui mét thoang da dang day,

Hdn quyén vao trong hang ngi cil,

Nhiing bo réu nhat thoang mua bay”

Nhung t6i d3 khong bao gio gip lai Anh nita! Va trong t6i van mai chira mot
anh mat, mot nu cuoi, 1a vang ky te diu dang, cho du trdi qua bao nhiéu thing tram
ctia cude doi...v6i bao nhung nhé day voi !

Manh B?mg Cép Tot Nghi¢p cua Truong Pai Hoc Su Pham Can Tho, toi da
ngam nhin n6 rat nhiéu lan va biét rang tir day, minh s& khong thé str dung né nhur
mot Hanh Trang dé vao DPoi duge nita! Udc mo cia Ba Me t6i d3 hoan thanh, toi
da 1a mot Giao Su Trung Hoc, nhung roi...toi lai khong thé nao ding trén Buc
Giang dé lam mot Co6 Gido nho véi cac em hoc tro nhu mong uée gian di ciia minh
dugc. Ngoi truong Trung Hoc, 16p hoc, va nhitng hoc tro cua t6i trong nhirng ngay
thang “thuc tap” , tat ca da xa rdi, ma vong tay toi qua nho nhoi di khong thé nao
giit lai duoc, chi vi toi phai roi bo qué huong cho du 1ong chang mubn xa !!!

C6 phai day 1a diéu ma nguoi ta vn goi “’nhiing diéu khong déan trude’”,
va toi chi co thé chi dau, chép nhéan theo “Dinh Ménh”, nhu nha tho Tran Phuong
Vii di dién ta tron ven ndi niém, va dé cho tdi cam théy x6t xa dén tin cung:

"La ca Truong yén ving ling roi,
Va t61 thuong nhd bong xa x4,
Cho xin sach v& ngay xua do,
Gi4u kin ngan nam gitra cudc doi!”

Troi da sAm toi, toi ra trudc ghe nhing nudc chiée khin tay ma Me toi da
cho t6i, t6i mubén mang theo chiéc khan w6t véi chut nude ciia dong song qué nha.
T6i nghi rang, minh rdi s& di rat xa, that xa ...dong song nay, sé la dong séng cudi

cung cua qué huong, va dong nudc nay, sé 1a dong nudc cudi cung ma to1 con cod
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thé nhin thdy duoc...nhung rdi bong nhién, chiéc khin tudt khoi tay toi, va troi
di...toi nhin theo chiéc khan, long ngan ngo, biét dau chiéc khin s& nho dong nude
dua trd vé qué nha cta t6i, gip lai Ba Me cia toi, con tdi.. .tai sao toi lai phai ra di
? Va lam sao tdi ¢6 thé trd vé?!

Nudc mat toi roi trén mit nudc, dong song van ling 18 troi...toi di goi thAm
hai tiéng “Ba Me 0i”, va t6i nhu thdy dugc hinh anh Ba Me t6i da nhat nhoa trudc
mat. Toi ra di bo lai tt ca ,Cha Me gia, qué huong, ban be ..! Va biét dén bao gio
t6i s& tro lai chén xua, tim toi dau va long toi khoc, nhitng giot nudc mat that xot
xa vé noi nhé thuong Ba Me va nhitng gi d3 bo lai ...

Néu nhu dong song nay roi ciing s& dd ra bién, nhu nhitng dta con roi s&
quay vé bén mai 4m gia dinh, bén cha me kinh yéu...thi tinh yéu thuong cua toi
ddi véi Cha Me t6i s& van ludn & lai noi qué nha, vi tim t6i van ludn hoa cung nhip
dap voi Ba Me t61, va vi to1 da ra di va trai tim da & lai qué nha.

Pém d6, sau khi chuyén sang ghe 16n, thuyén ching t6i da chay dén Hai
Phan Thai Lan, nhitng tudng 1a sé dén dugc bo bién nudc Thai nhu y mudn, nao
ngd dau, ddu may tau bi hu, tau khong nd may, ma lai tréi 1énh dénh trén bién.
Ban ngay, troi rat nong ¢ lac toi thdy Mat Troi nhu d6 1ita.Man dém budng xudng
va dém do, toi van nhd rat 6 ghe chung t61 gap Hai Tac Thai Lan, chung chan ghe
lai va dung dao baa dé ham doa ching t6i. Canh cudp boc van hién 16 trong tri
nhd...chang t6i c6 thé bi giét chét dé dang bai nhitng cay dao dai, nhitng chiéc bua
16n, néu nhu nhiing tén cudp bién mudn giét ching téi...Canh tuong kinh hoang
nay, t6i that khong thé dién ta hét dugc. Lic d6, duong nhu Than Chét da dén rat
gan, rat nhanh, “Cau xin On Trén hdy ctru giup chung con!”, ching t6i da cau
nguyén, va d6 1a diéu duy nhat ching t6i c6 thé 1am duoc trong luc d6 !!! T6i van
ludn tin vao Sy Nhiém Mau ctia On Trén...va nhitng tén cudp bién, sau khi da 1ay
duoc vang bac, nit trang quy gia, ching di bo di, mot diéu rat may man 13 tat ca
phu nit trén thuyén déu duogc an toan, (nhd On Trén di che ché cho chung t6i, va

c6 1& nho chung t6i da dung lo ndi ctia nhitng chiéc ndi ndu com trén ghe dé thoa
Page 3 of 8




1én mat cho lem ludt, nén bon cudp bién thay do ban, ghe gém qua va nho vay,
ching t61 da khong bi bon ching lam bay).

Chung t6i dd mat di phuong hudng, con thuyén van troi trén mat bién...khi
dém xué)ng, troi rat lanh. Toi nhin 1én va tu hoi, sao bau troi qua cao va qua den
nhu vay? Mait bién thi cang den tdi hon va day de doa ...Con thuyén cta ching
t6i, gibng nhu mot chiée 14, qua bé nho va ta tan, liéu chiéc thuyén nay con co thé
nao chiu dung ndi nhitng con giéng bio va nhitng ngon soéng 16n hung tan cua bién
ca? Rat nhiéu l1an, duong nhu Cai Chét va Su Song da khong con khoang cach,
khong con su khac biét nira...

Chung t6i rat doi, rat khat, tri 6c duong nhu da rat mong lung...Chi con biét
khi mat troi 1én, d6 1a mot ngay lai dén, dé roi dém tdi s& vé...Va da bao nhiéu
ngay roi, toi ciing khong biét nira...Chiéc ghe van ndi troi trén mat bién, chi co
bién ca va bau troi. Troi, Nude thi cao rong, bao la, ma con thuyén cua to1 thi lai
qua bé nho, mong manh...Va trong dém nay, trén chiéc thuyén ta toi, nhip nho
trén mat bién Poéng, toi dd nhé lai ngdy xua, vao mua He, Ba Me van dua ching
t6i di choi Bién Viing Tau, va trong nhiing thang ngay hanh phiic d6, vai toi, bién
rat dep va tho mong...Con bay gid, toi so 1am, so vo cing ving bién xa la va day
bat tric nay!

Bién oi, bién dang cuu mang chung t6i bang chiéc thuyén nho 1énh dénh, n6i

trdi vo vong trén mat bién lanh ling nay, hay 1a ching t6i dang chét dan mon va
dang chim dan vao tan cing cta vuc thim dai duong tim t6i kia 22?
Nhiéu ngay sau d6, chung t6i khong con thérc an, nudc udng, chung toi ciing
khong con hy vong duoc ctru thoat nira...thi béng nhién, vao mot ngay, ching toi
thdy dugc mot thuyén danh ca Thai Lan, t6i nghi rang, lan ndy, chic 1a s& chét vao
tay bon cudp bién, boi vang bac va nit trang dau con nira dé ching cé thé liy di ma
tha cho mang s6ng???

Nhung rdi, On Trén da ciru giup ching toi, va diéu may man da dén, chiung

t6i da gap duoc "an nhan", ngudi chi chiée tau danh ca Thai Lan, chang nhiing da
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khong cudp cua hai nguoi, ma lai con gitip d& dua ching t61 an toan qua khoi
"Ving bién C4 map" kinh hoang noi Vinh Thai Lan !

Sau d6 ngudi dd chi ddn phuong hudng dé vao dugc Thai Lan, lai con cho
thire 4n, nudc udng, giup kéo ching toi chiéc ghe dén gan bod bién Thai... Va theo
hudéng gi6 théi mot ngay kia, khi Troi vira rang sang, dot nhién, ching toi thy
dugc bo bién Thai Lan, rat gﬁn, va 1a bén bo that su, chung toi théy duoc 1o dan va
rd dan, chinh 1a dat lién 1a cay cbi chir khong phai 1a nhitng "Ao Tudng dén bo dat
lién," ma ching t6i vAn mo thay nhiéu ngay trudc do!

“Xin cam on On Trén, cam on Chua, Phat, va tit ca cac Pang Thiéng Liéng da phu
ho cho ching t61”.

Budi sang hom d6 , troi mua, miat toi dAm wdt va t6i ciing khong biét d6 1a
nudc mua hay nude mit cia toi, nhitng giot nudc mat ming vui khi biét dugc rang
minh duoc sdng sét sau mot cudc Hanh Trinh day gian kho...Va ngay hom do, tat
ca ching t6i d3 dugc “Tai Sinh”, mot trang méi cua cudc doi ching toi dd bat dau.
Sau 12 ngay kinh hoang trén bién ca day song gié, nhung véi long cuong quyét
séng con, va Su Do Tri cia “On Trén”, ching t6i da dugc clru thoat va binh yén
trén dat Thai, noi trai Ti Nan Leamsing. Hai thang sau, ngay 20 thang 6 ndm 1980,
ching t61 da dén Canada v6i sy Bao Tro ctia Chinh Phu.

Tir nay, cudc doi méi da bat dau, nhu thé nao? Toi van chua biét trudc duoc.
Nhung mot diéu quan trong 13 toi biét 13 minh s& phai bat dau lai tit ca, va con
dudng trude mat, du ¢ gian truan, nhung van con ¢6 Co hoi va Hy vong. Hy vong
mot ngay khong xa, s& gip lai Ba Me yéu quy cua t6i. Néu nhu Mat Troi van luon
moc & Phuong Pong, thi hy vong gip lai hai nguoi thuong yéu nhat doi t6i van
luon 13 Anh Binh Minh cho mdt ngdy méi, dé cho t6i van con c6 dugc niém tin vé
mot ngay DPoan Tu Gia Dinh.

NGO THI XUAN NGA — Viét lai cudi mua bong 2006 - Toronto-Canada
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The Journey to Canada...Goodbye My Beloved Country...
NGO THI XUAN NGA — Can Tho University — School of Education 74-79

It was April 20", the day | turned 24 and also the day | would bid my last
goodbye to Vietham. My journey would begin that afternoon, with 30
others in a small boat, our destiny uncertain, our future intertwined.

As the sun set slowly across the afternoon sky, its glare reflected on the
gentle surface of the river, instilling a sense of serenity... one final gift, an
unforgettable scene, before | casted off into worlds unknown.

We had stayed in a stranger’s house for a week waiting to be informed of
our imminent escape, a week that never seemed to come. My degree from
University of Can Tho was rendered unusable, and my once promising
career as a High School Teacher now was just a bygone. Many days, |
wondered why | had to escape and what | had to forsake, my parents, my
birthplace, my friends and my first love. He would also escape from
Vietnam, leaving me his smile only to be seen in my dreams and memories
of a distant past.

| remembered on a quiet afternoon, as our boat floated along a river, |
moved to the edge of the boat to wet the handkerchief that my mother had
given me. | did this because | wanted to hold and keep with me the water
from my country, the water that had nourished me. Unfortunately, the
handkerchief slipped and as it drifted away from me, | thought that like my
native land, my parents, my friends and my past, | would never see it again.
My tears fell on the river, and | called my parents from my heart...l cried
deeply as my heart and soul saddened.

One night, the boat’s engine broke. It could not be fixed as we were on the

Gulf of Thailand and that was the first night we met the Thai pirates. Three
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Thai fishing boats seized us; words could not express our dismay. At that
time, it seemed that Death came closer, and faster. We could have been
killed with their hammers and long knives if the Thai pirates wanted to Kkill
us. They robbed our processions, jewels, threw our food, water to the sea

and threw away our compass...

“God, please protect us!” we prayed and that was all we could do. | did
believe in Miracle, seeing as how those pirates only stole our valuables and
left. We were very lucky and safe from being raped as we used the oil and
grime from our boat to stain our faces.

Eventually, our boat was still adrift on the open sea. | remembered looking
up and wondering why the sky was so high and the sea was so dark. |
recalled all the happy times with my family during the summers at the
beach, in Vung Tau, the sea was so peaceful and picturesque, but now, so
threatening.

Our boat was but a leaf, too tiny to endure the blowing winds, and too
fragile to fight against the rolling waves of the rough sea.

We were very hungry and desperately thirsty in a small boat, on a deserted
sea, only surrounded by the sky and the seawater. Our minds were not
clear; we knew that when the sun rose, it was a new day, but only to be
replaced by restless nights.

How many days and nights passed, we did not know. We had no more
food, and no more hope of being rescued. Unexpectedly, we saw a Thai
fishing boat. This time, we believed that we would all die because we had
no more valuables left for the Thai pirates to take in exchange for our lives.

A Miracle, however, did happen. The owner of this fishing boat, turned out

to be our Savior, never taking anything from us, instead, helping us through

Page 7 of 8




the well-known Shark Sea of the Gulf of Thailand by tying our boat to his as
he navigated the Gulf.

The next day, he showed us the way to the Thai shore as the Thai
Government at that time prohibited Thai fishermen to rescue “Boat People”.

Again, our boat was drifting on the high sea, moving as the winds willed....

After countless days and nights, finally, we saw the seashore, the real
shore, and not the illusions that we so often witnessed. It rained that
morning, my face was wet, but | did not know whether these were raindrops
or my tears, my tears of joy after surviving a frightful journey as 31 of us
were reborn to new lives.

12 days and nights had passed on the unforgiving sea, and with the
determination to live and help from God, we were still alive and safe in
“Leamsing Refugee Camp” in Thailand. Two months after, in June 20th,
1980, we came to Canada under a Canadian Sponsorship.

From that day, our new life began. How? | did not know and could not
predict, but the most important thing | perceived was that | had and would
start anew. Though the future ahead would be full of hardships and new
challenges, but there was still a chance of seeing my parents again, a hope

for my Family Reunion in Canada, now my new Homeland.
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